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The lieutenant shock Dixon and séid: " Qur no—-fire line
cuts rizht through the widdle of icwe. Looks like we'll so in today."
Dixon called over,speaking sqftlv_ so ac not bto disturdb the dozen oY 80
tired officers sprawled on cote that almost filled the floor of the
schoolroom.

"ilotch y"he said,"are you awske?"

"Yeg,ond let's get going. .ake Cook,"

Cook spoke up in the derk a few cobts awgy:"! heard and

I'w half-dressed glready. Coddanm these lesrings,., Jhat tiwe is ite"

- Ib wes 4150 a.un. and te day wes Sundgy June  4,1044,

«€ 1it two candles amd by thelr light dressed,packed our
nusebte bags,and rolled up our bedding, We moved automatically and
swiftly, e had done the saue things over and ower,day after day ,for s 1ii
long that owr fiumers were often shead of our drousy heads in W;f:mg and
lacing and stoapping the licht peax that contmined everything nee.ied to
live at tie front.

"Looks lixe this is 1t at last,"Isaid, ¥ixoHn -saidy

- Dixn said,"] sure for God's sake hope so." |

Cook said,"] don't think I have these gpddas le prings lacel

right, "

| the three  us had attached ourselves to the 36th
Infanbry Division when the final pusi frow the inzio beachhead berpn and
haed stagyed with it xisht on through —~ Ken Dixon,of thk Associuted Press i

EQZ Z ' | .
o eke) Cook,of Newsweek, and wyself, a public relations officer,



OWE b TO RORE=2 hotchkiss

there was a fourbth newspoperwar in our Litbtle group - .dck Fowler of

the x»llas orning News ,x@';ué had covered the 35th - a Yexas oubiit -

for months and vho now was sweabling out ,like the rest of us,the high-spot
of the entire war in the Lediterrvanean — the fall of Rows ,20 air-line
wiles away. e dld'nt wake wick. He had armnmed to go along with the
copumanding reaaral — Fredl L, s&lxer,of Columbus,lhio,

it were bivouaced on a hilleide in a Faccist « hoclhouse, the
division's CP for Lhe womenv and a Jerry 2 only two dgys belore.
Behind and below us,four wiles or so,was Velletri,still in the mop-up
stape,as also were the thick woodg ammi as. Wine sniners had been
cantured o scant hundred yards from cewp on the previow af Sernoon end
last nicht ab 'su'p;ger Jerwy Lad sbelled ug out of our wese tent and
pinne: us for hours in the deep,saie dugoubs his retreatirg cowrades
had left go hurriedly.

As we piled owxr sear oult front in the half--;i.igh% of approach~
ing dawn,Mxon said,”I'll check (~3 and see what's what,” I said
I'd load the jeep, Covk sald he wuld see about some chow. ihe cooks
were slrexiy up and busy.

| We dll met a few winutes later in the cooktent,uhere the
cooks had gasoline fires roarins under bls mearmite cans of wffee and
cereal and were slicine bread snd soskine dried esm~s for breakfastd ’
Bébueen sigs of scalding coffee and bibtes ol bread and jauywe laid
our plans, G-3 had told Dixon that Col, Georme @, Lynch,of Vew Yomc,
¢ouanding the 142 Infanbtyy ,wuld head up a special reconnaisance
party ,composed of men from his own oubfit,with abttuched ammor. This

party wuld svearhead the adwance , TN THESGEXWAE It was being mede
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sghead and we could pick it up slonz the xoad,

Progpects were good,said G-3,tha bt we would waks it intp l.oue
by afternoon, Intelligence reports sald Jerry was pulling outs to the
north anl east and nothing more than small pockets of resistence were
expected, Our own artillexy hal been oidered to cexse firii:g br fea:
of hitting our own raridly-advancing troops and,as the lieutenant had
sald, the 'no=firet! line -~ the line INWITKILIHE in front of which our
cannon coul‘d not sho;?t - ran streight through the caoter of Roue from
east to west, It looked lixe a cinch,

One of the cooks sald,"ow gbout rmationsi™
"We'll take sowme Ks8. 7e'll be with the rekky boys and they'll
have enough," |

"letter tale some cigarettos," amother cookE said, "Thew
Rounans will beg ‘em fast,jusl lice they did in Naples. "here's plenty
of those goddam ( and he named two of the welrd new brands that have
fourd their way owerseas) nobody ever suokes 'eum,."

#e loaded up with a carton each aaxd our rations nd went
down to the dismount line dere "Jim & JosieY,our jecp,was parked,
Dixon and I sat in front and Cook climbed in behind,sandiwiched between
the fat bedrolls,

"I like this," he gaid,"these will stop the smll pieces
anyhow. Tou guys ere naked,"

| Dixon sald," /e robably won't get anything, The kmuts sre
on the run, IListen,you can’t hear a sound now,"

and it was true, Yor tlr first time in wwry days,the roaxr
of puns and cruup of shells had stopped. iigybe it would be & picnie

after all,
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he jess btucked ovor wm: rutted foresi; path,over the dibch and
out on the main mad,which twists along the side of the Alban Hills
towar Locca di apa oi.x the east side of ske ilbano and thence winds
west to Lome, here wes nok much Fraflic and wost of what t’:aex’e we.s was
coulns towards us — messenrer Jsops and awbulances fox bhe mosc part,
It wae a mrand worning,cool and pmmise of a cloudlzss s}w.'\{}rmzn.d miat
lay in Ui valley,but we knew the rising sun would burn that off by
nine o'clock. % "Jiw & Josie" purred along swoobhly,as if she knew
it was o be a creab day. She was an old cawmslgner,this jeep. Brought
froas Africa by Lajor Tuther 7. Reidyof tR Arvuy Service Torces, uely
months aso @ 4 chiistened by hiu for his children, Yow haojor leid had
gone howe and 1 had baken her ovwer to carxy on his work. She had seen
a lot of war — Cassino ,oan Pletro,Trocchio,Casbelfvrie,lintumo,aad all
the rest of the balliered Howns thab scar the sailing cuounbryside between

Naples ani the fvont,

The road wia bard-surfaced,but not smooth, Heavy Germsan traffic
had pounded deep potholes INXLEK(RXXZNEM anl shells had IBLX ripped
Puerows @ d gouged the surfsce, Wrecked and abmdoned equinment lgy in

 the ditehes on elther side ~ auuo boxes,shell cases, helmets,blasted
wagons and treilers, Swollen ocsrcasses of mules anml horses sprawled
stiff-logged where th?y bad fallen md we drove around thew carefully,
afrald of mines. mm% dead men in the ditches BEXHENE too ~ Garmens =
and frau the smell,there were more in the TROMA woods, It was all
familiar ~ we had been traveling roads like this for a long vhile ., The
wreckage ,ruin and sbink had a seueness no maslar whab the road - only the
tea~ralin émnged;

e SO

\‘*‘\\ e AR~ woT” YR & inis sl e bell orem sesrseerding T
e ey, SSeemy, o Do L .
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voint when we spobtted an uerican jeéop by Lhe mwadside. .1 the ground
nearby lgy two blanketed forws and from their shoes they were sericans.
Mixon sald,"rhat nust be it. Jol., X md hls driver. The
. collectins cowpany told me he was wp here amd they 're cowin® up to
get hin,"
“he colonel had been oubt on a lone recournaisance the svening
avibushed and
bafore and had beern/shot bo death,alons with his driver,by a Jerry’
machine punnzr concealed in the wods, & had known his well and

WX S {ERE T HEYE
Cook expressed whal was in all our minds:™ Poor guys,the won't get

gee omeg"

«2 had gone gsveral miles and were clogse tio Hocca di Pappa,
when we saw G e Tirst evidence of recent fighbing. +ith its big gun
pointing blindly inte the woods amd its carcass slewed cabttycornered
acroas the mad,sat a wrecked Sherman tank = an ¥ 7. On the near side
close begide the treads were sewveral larrse hunks of greasy,blackened
meat ,still sioldering, They were &ll that wae left of men,but how nany
coull not be told, As we passed slowly around the cha%%% saw on
the other gide arother men, Ho wes in one plece = stark nsked snd halr-
less,lying face down with ams streteched stiffly out beyond his head.
fis entize head and body were burne’ a dirfty red,AIShSdWIK splashed
with black, e looked liike & huge and horrible doll¥,. Some GIs were
gsitting by the roadside and one of then said the 'doll* had been a

major, The tank had been hit sowe hours before and no one had escapedX,
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A Jecp came toward us ami the driver flagred us down and said: "ihe
road's blown around the next bend, You can't get through w1l the
engineers £i11 it in, I'm going back and puide thau up.™
We roundel the curve,slowed down,snd pulled up to join a half-dogen
Jeeps and a light tank on the side, Ahead,the road was blasted for
a span of sbout 20 feet, The crater was saze 15 feet WIANVNHAX deep and
wider than the wad, Its sides were steepytoo steep far even a jeep
to nepotiabe in low,low gear, Jerry had done one of his mtter demol=-
ition jobs,
"here's another one,even bigser,arcurd the mext curve," w lun-
teered the I tenk driver. "ouess we'll be here for a while},"
tiore traffic piled up. Four jeeps full of me dicos ard lithers
| arvivel anl the serweant in charme surveyed the dauage =nd cursed,
e sald they Lad come ¥¥ to pick up some wounded reportedly on the
hill above us, There was a jeep trail up %o ‘ﬁis guunit according to
1i;}:lez usp ybut the start of the trdil lay up beyond the craters., Now they
~ would hawe bo walk &ll the way and carzy the casualties backX, FLiTst,he
 added,they wuld have to find their customers., |
“"shorty end Ioole,"he said," you two go up anl have a look" and he
waved his} am up the hill,
“Shall we take a litterg"™ said charty.
"Sure you'll take a XXKXI¥ litter., ihat the hell do you think
you're going up there for - a clambake?™ |

"Alright,alright," sad Looie,ZXwhtaxgs " lot's 50 45k xby ,
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And theéy strod: us thwough the 'treeis_aﬁ gohe vhilte-cireled rel crosses’ on
the backs of thelire helmets sleawing fainter and fainbter uniil L qr were
ut of sirht, fhe sergt%,eant anl the mest U0 his wen joined the otiers
sitting by the roadside, (nly =heée uacline ‘unners stayed in the whicles,
keeping oyes and ears open for Terirr,

Lookdnr cownbill and across YN (AYE¥H the narrow valley,we could
see I.ake Aibaﬂo ard beyond thce luaze a town,ilbano,accoriingz to the mep.
It was about a wile over to the town and Jerry had started thiowing
in heavwy svuff,probebly 170s,alos; tae ruad to the south, In the btown Xui
itself,street Lishvirg was in progress. Grenades and bazooka 1ockets
made dull,swall explosions. e could hear quite plainly the b-r-r—r—p,
ber—r=rp ol Jerry's zipper funs and bhe slowar pup-_.up=pup~pLz of our
own Toumngy ~uns and UAllse Yow and then a kraut shell woild €211 in the IBX
lake and =2 besubitul white columm would rise hir:h ousb of the vluag—-green
waber,hover an instant, and fall. Tt was pretliy ho watch = frow a
disﬁancc.

Cook sald,”If it weren't so hazy,I'11l et we could see oue
fron here ™

e grread and “bi%i.ed to 1 Parine that we could s we couldn®t,
Two six-by-sixes lusbered us and stonoed ad abosut 30 GI coubat engineers
Juuped dowm. Their Garands and carbines ware slung across Lhelr backs
end in their hands they carried shovels,picks,and axes, They didn't
Valk or stand around looking. lmey pitche: risht inte {their job. The
up the slopg end bempn to fell smrll trees %o ‘bugress the dowmliill

slde of the crater,
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They worked fast and silently and with an efficiency that teid of
many Juany si.ilar jobs.

Down ‘she road frou Rocca di Papse came a string of Ital ians~
0l1d men and old womm,youﬁg pirls and boys. They all had euply sacks
and baskets and the tank driver said they were going down to lobt a
Jerry ration dump in the woods below§ s+ There ha;d been anoﬁxer lot
just before we drove up and they sald they had not eaten for three
days, Some of the men wsbche: the emrineers wrk for a vhile end
then ,rather hesfi tantly ,began to throw rocks imto the crater,

"Atta boy," said one of the sweating engireers,"every little
bit helps ."

The &yties grinned and worked wore boldly. Soon they took
off their coats and began to Lobe and heavein earnest. Roaring up the
road like a pair of heavy ﬁanka came a bulldozer and caterpillaxr tractor.
A lie:éanant cano® with the two machines, He recognized our trio and we
talked,le sald this hole would teke & out & half-howr ani,from what he
had heaxrd,the other one a bit longer, He wenton to see the second
crater and the 'dozer and 'cat' swung into action. They worked as a
team, The ‘dozer charged obliquely into the bank,sourin, out huge chunks ¢
of earth and roots and rocks with its wide,sharp blade. Then it bucked
the pile down to the dugy 'cat',which drove in frou the side,scruped
the £111 frou the 'dozer's blade,and shoved it into the crater.

The machines made plenty of noisc ard oneof the GIs sald,

' "If Jerxy start:a\l%/irm theu in here,we'll never hear thewm *till

they bust - and that's too late W
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iwerybody nodded in agreewent and amother GI recalled that
the dirt movers'! drivers had to work with that noise all the tine and
never could hear a shell wingcing in, He added he wouldn't went that jol
-he wag a uwechine cunner - and the obhers nodded araing,

The enrineer lieubtenant came bacic frow his inspectalon of the
second nle and ordered all traffic to stay pubt until both ciabers
were filled. He explaine’ to us that thore was no use of everyone

pulling shead for so short a distance and then piling up amain,

g% is flrst suess on tlaepxrovel accurabe and in just an hour
frou the Giue the evm,‘ neers bepan their repalrs, we rolla& 8CTOSS
the erstwhile holes and on btoward Roue.

Rocca Al PapPa is just one more Italié.n hilltown - auall,
sunny yand dirty. It had not been damaged badlyisome H shelled
'buildiﬁggs,bub not % be coupered with Cisterna or Velletri, In a snall
and dusty piazza,surrounded by his officers and vehic;les,wev found |
Col. Iynch,caumander of the rekky »narty. He knew us ard grimmed
his greetings through prime and black stubble, Iooking at hiu,we
saw ourselves - dirty,unshaven,but elate.., Next stop -~ Rome,

we told hin that we would like to join his party and he
seid, "Sure. (lal to have you. You can follow ny covssand car, Je'll
Aove out as soon as the trucks come up to carmy the infantzy ™

Foot soldiers were slogping thmwugh the town in endless lines.
They were bewhlskered,bleary-cyel,and tired. Fisht all °e;iszy Jouerch all
nightsfipht all nirhtmarch all dgyjeabt while you walk - C r&tiéns,

D ratlons,K rations - they all taste lousy after o while,
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fuite a few had flowoers on their heluets or stuck in their rifle bdarrels,
fnany had Jerry souvenirs - Lusars sbinoculars, One tall,sonbexr doughfoob
had a black sealsikin cca** slungr over the top of his pack,

The colonel was s’:ogping all vehicles, His,wequy perty had prionty
and uust go first and,roddan it, he was going 't:o see to that, Lots
of wigcellaneous traffic rolled up and he pulled thew off to the side
and told thew o wait,

"Been lucky so far,"he said,in an aside to us," So far ,It've
outranke® every s.o.b, that's cowe along, lHope we shoveoff soon, There's
bound to be a'one star'sooner or later, ® ‘_

From tiuwe to tWme,he dictate’ uessages to the rmiio operator in
hig coumend car,operalional uessages, Once he had the operator calls
"X-Rey calling lobster, X~Rey calling Lobster."and Lobsber came in in a
adenoidal crasckling voice, and told X-Ray to po ahead. "“Here iz the
- message,"X-Hgy sald,reading the XNYAWK colonel 's words,” Urgently request
strong air cover for my column, Repeat: Urgently re cusst B irong air
cover for my colmsm. Overg™ ind Lobster said, “OK,X~Ray yuessage
r@wiwd. Ovex™ |
Y Second time I've asked fcr-z;lanas,""ﬁw colonel said,” Good
God,whet a couple of LS couldn't do to uaf.all these polddam fools think
about is running int:o Rome, ‘They :f:‘ax*{*ats dout the krauts and ,if I know
them,we'll have soue trouble before this day is out ™
Dut on each flank of tiie town,uop-up scuads were digring out
snipers and bursts of BAR and Toxzw sun fire rippled dowm into the square,
A GI cawe down the street with three Jerries Jends clasped behind their
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heads and their eyes downcast. Italian villagers spit at them and

the GI told thew to get the hell out of There, The ruard halted his
prisoners in the courtyard of a building and a deruan—speaking non com
- began to question theu,noting their answers on a la,irge rule d pad which
he fished frow a izxa;) case, e walked over andlistened, The non-conm
said,"hey werc hiding in a cave and the Wyties mpf)ec‘z ug off. They sgy
their buddies pulled out last nipght,but they decided to gt capiured.
They say that unless we keep shoving shead,their division will stop
and fipht "

The oldest of the trio,who seemed t;) sense the non—~couk's words,
nodded vigorously in agreecment, Their clothes were wearn and dirty and
non=-descript, One had a whole uniforu of field gray and a khaki cé.p.
The others had field gray tunics and khaki caps ard trousers, Their
boots were in bad shape,cracked snd very old, ifter a willc ,the. non—cou
said he was throush with theuw and the ruard led tm;f"away.

As we turne. to fo back to our jecp,the tmcks arrive: {vith
the in.fan’ca:y. ‘the colonel barked a few last orders,clinbed in his couwand
car and signaled us to follow. Off once more, QU Progress was sporadic .
someti;ues we whirled along ab a dusty 20 ‘miles e hour,and at other
tluwes crawled, The colonel set the pace in keeping with flank movenents
by other uits as reported by radio, Once we were held un for 20 minutes
by a Jerry self-prgﬁed gun which was throwing air-bursts over a road
Junction just shead.

"we can expect thut sort of thing all dgy,"the colonel said,

That cuy will just roll slong with ws ,layin~ down harassing fire "
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Noon wes upon us as we rolled inbc a mall town boastin~ a
laree sirms"Howa, 11 km " ——cight wmiles % go and nine hours of daylight
left to do it ing a cinch,
The colwan pulled up for a break and we opened a can of
pork and beef paste,fished out of & K ration. I started to share i,
uging a8 jack knife blade to carve and serve, Severdl villagers stood
around wabtching hungrilfy . XOEE T scooped out & hurk of the mixture
and slapped it on a blscuit, Cook meached for it,but missed,and the '
meat foll off in the dirft. in elderly man,fairly well-dressec, darted
forward and picked up the norsal ,
"on buono ,sporco,"l sald,pointing to the dirt vwhich elung o
the aticky paste,
He smiled and took out & msall moc;ket;kni:fe and scraped wmost of
- the dirt off. "I%ono "he seid,as he popped it in his mouth, We eave hin B
two biscuits ma soue qbcggateglm locke d like he ueodef??tmu‘o:f:e then we
did,
In wrds and sestures,he indicated that I had need of a Bhave .
I agreed,not havriag ‘tz::ﬁch&:d a razoyr Yo three &syzi. He sal d good,he
would shave ue right in the jeep and streightawsy sent a young bay dowm
the ‘s't:met for his shaving stuff,
"4ell,” I bomsted to Zeke armd Hen, "youse mugs W.1ll enter
Rome this sunny ‘Semdg;r looking 1like a couple of buus,while I ,clean
and danper,will typify the young and dashing American,." |
"Ruts,"they said in unison,to waich Cook added,"you'll look
liké ara&é&a base mléﬁ.@&:, They'll think you flew up,"
The lad was retuming with the shaving stufi snd I was trying
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to find out from iy barber which seat in the Jeep wuld be best for the
operstion,when the colonel yall&d;"mt*s gof" ~and wo &id ue with my
whiskers ,waving good ty Gto a puzzled and chagrined Itslisn,
"And how is 'claan and dappexr Hotcehkias?™ asked Dixon, I sald,"Muts,”
Onee out of tho village we could see Rome in the distance, Not
distinetly Jout in the mnass - white and grsy and bis,filling the horim.
we couldn' nisa mow, A few miles more md we bagin t pass the
familliax evidences of a ueiwopolis. Urbamw"muinm yIfre~ruent road
Junctions, powor statlions,fuel oil smmo'yﬁi;da. Our spirits mse
higher and higher, e were only tw kilometers oub and it wes not yet
two o'clock, We would eat supper in the Eternal Cily without fail,
Alresdy we were passing Lussolinit's atteupt at Hollywood -~ grendiose
modernistic movie studics. Thelsrpest of the studio bulldings had a
/ - tremendous sign palnted on the roof,red letters on & white hucksround,
PO W™ it said, It wes &8 German prison caxp andl the sign we moand
to kep our planes from bozbing thelr own umen, The prisen looked Amw,.'

@uﬁb we didn't stop to look. We were volling iunto Reme by God, -

I% Mppena?i 80 quickly that mey could have gotten us all
if theay had kept on shooting, B=rer-y=p ,bmm,wwams and
from the sound of tle burste ,very close, "he colonelds car Jammel) to &
l}alﬁ mﬂ itz ocoupants loaped out*emuehing behind the steel disk wheels
of their vehicle, I slammed on wy breles,threw the jeep in reverme,and 4ri
tried to back up to the lee side of the armoved rekky car behind me,
mes was turning out,the better b bring his guns to beer on the
enenyend 1 couldn't make it, I jexked forward mﬁ to the right snd EXEgpel
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ENE¥ Past the studios on Lovh sides. of ‘ho road were wheat
fields smd just shead, a suall suburb' - ruadraro,i later leamed. [he
field to the rirht was sunken frow Just bayond the roud's edge toa
depth of aboubt 50 yards. The- sink sloped down awgy frow the roed and
sxeracEEETopREY ab its end the lanl rose sharply in a red clay bank,
nug along in the face of the bonk wkre was a series of sumll caves.

Bayand (e Hank, Bhe I e1dwas Mp Uin. tharhadgnt o fiibe. Sl snd X
Behind this tank,the Tield was at road level and at it® roarmos®

¥ boundaries rore sovarsl EIX buildines ,one a massive and ancient

pile with & souere castellated tower,
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yelled,™lit the ditch,buys.”
fhore was no meownse, I owas dlome in the ;je—ep;
"It's nice down here," a volce sald. 1t was Cook with vixon g ongsid
hiu doun in the diteh,uhlch wee wide snd deep and floored with gress.
Two sinele dnobe cracked overhead and a cowbime tion vault and tuble
rolled we into the Aibtdi .4 Lh Vie otice Gwo,.
"How tie hell &Ll you guys leave the jeep and peu down here so fast(®
I asked,
"rhrothen ydont't ask us,"said Dixom, "All [ remenber is nobhing,"
Jo wore not BEHEY alone, fhe diiwr of 4> camand car was
beslide u}; and govaral other GIs, IEEEalen#lX Up on vi.c o < the colonel
wes yellin orders. iwo exuored reconnalsance cars,including the one 1
kad ursuccessiully tried to use as a screen, luubered scross the difeh
and pmoved 4 owly out ind the' field, A third went furbther down the road T
then,too,turned out across lhe field toward the towered bullding, all
three cars woved cautiously jthere uicht te mines, Jerry hed stopped EXBdEs
sho@iing and the rekky cars were trving to puess where the shots had
coume from, The car on the risht oponed up with its heavy machine gun
and reked the mouths of the mwll caves. Clouds of red dust obscured the
openings &5 the bullets cracked into the hard clay, The center car
begen Yo trawrse the vheot with a lirhi machine sun,back and forth,
slowly bub thoredghly. on the left,bhe IMIBI aHE 57 ma canaon on the
third car sent shell after shell crashing int the big square tower,
About 200 vards out in front of our Jeep,between the wwo

L
weciine~gunming rekiies, a Gormen rose oﬂéfnméme wheat, ile had been
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hit. He stood erect for a long second,mtionlesa,&ﬁd then fell forward
on hig face, ‘he wheat tonps waved erratically as he INIRNEEH thrashed
about,
It wag as if ke had touched off a signsl, fiis comrades opened
fire in sarmest, Liachine puns,iiachine pistols,amnd rifles ripped and
erackled and our answering fim‘ grew to a steady roar. And now new
enenies sppeared on our I it,where the levél of the wheat field was
sbove bthe road = heavy smtomatic fire., we were attacked from two sides,
"Here coue the tanks,"said Dixon, and we rose to our knees for a BILLE
batter look., They were movingy down the lert sidie BIEXW Y of the rosd ,
pasging our sbtalled coliuum, XZHRJHOOHE Their turrets were dowvn and
8 major was runming ehead of them,pumping his arm up & d dom ~ the
argy signdl for double-time . He reached a point Just beyond us @ 4
ha.li;ed.,pcin*si&ﬁ out in the fields with one am and MXRXDSIXNXIE puuping
the double=~guick sipnal with the obher,

Ore by one,the big,nolsgy giwi.ﬁs roared up to him,spun rght,and
lurched off intec the su ken field, After five had rone ingthe major
trotbed acruss Ule road snd puuped ard polnbed to the left,vhere Jerxy's
firve geamed G be growing in dntensity,

| Behind the tanks came the trucklosds of infantry . Three,at the
colonel's coumand,contimied through the crossfire and on toward (uadrare,
The o hers halted anl disgorged the men,who aquickly filled the ditches
on both sides, wWe three clused in To make more rwom,., These were
vebersn troops -~ they hal seen Pacstum ,Li¥is Salerno,and Cassino,
Some hsd survived the bloody Rapido crossing. Yhegy weore calm and mebter—
of-fact and lost no time beking advantage of pood cover to be comfort=
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able, Ther swoked aad Lalked, (ne s‘aid. the‘serg;eam: had been siven
five rallons of wine in the last villagesanother said a my 1in npn
company had seven Lugems, 4 few knelt md peered over the edge of
the ditch to see if they could spot Jerry's locet lom,
The su' was werm and plessant.

| The ditch was quite confortable./We sat on its geessy floor
With our backs arainst one side and our legs streched up the oppod te
slope . We talked the situation over. It wes,we arrecd, some iso lated
farce of krauis ,left behind %o harass and. dalay . we'd be on our way Soon.
But we weren't, At orders from the road the GIs in our dith cliumbed
out and EEAIMMEAK smread oub ,crouching low and moving in & sbooped
trot toward the caves and tle fields beyond, The ditches across the
road also sppbied and the G1Is scrasbled up ﬂ;é}eg;’z}: and ware imuediately
lost %o si~hb in the wheat as they advenced @ towaxi %ﬁj{gﬁgﬁe«w SRL KHE
ey A‘bdma the crackle of suall arms XX came the whine of a
ghell, T4 woull be closesit was =~ in the fleld scross the road. Small,
high-velocity stuff - an anti=tank shsll, More came ovar in rapmd
supcocsiongihes gone 298, Je vere flab in the dlSdr now,noses nressed
in the dirt,ctudring ab close muge the insect life of central I'wly.}
4 pantinz OT juuped inls the @td,

"herets a madico,” he sald.

"saw two in the ditch across the mad,"Dixpn sald,and the
0I leaft,crouched low md munming, |

#hore were me icos out in the field,to,and soon they
began to retumm with laden litbters BEMAXEIBUEE ‘Thev set up their ald
stabion richt above ué on the mad, One of them r-n to the stretche T—KENE
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bearing Jeep that had browrt then,

MLY% poding back for Ue wasbulance," he yrlisd,and drove
off, Ano ther red cross jesp pulled vy and Gwo wedical officers juuped
out and ran to the SIovine, line of wwunded, T ,,.Exc-zf. tooir the woarst hit
first, ine lad had e slot Www;h e proin by an anti~tank shell,
whid passed wicht throush without elnloding. (he hole was lamye and
regged and in the beelk,half is bullocdk was torm awmy. :e was bldeding
profusely snd wes geui-consclots, et medicos world «i on Adw ~ one on
The wound il coher with Lypos snd losuae ne ytwo yhires ~ tlires
botiles i slaama drtined indo his body before hey iiiled hiw into
Vho aubudance goinic had errived cicost ae scon as the doctors,

L askoed the duevor, a za] or,it e boy wpuld liwe,.
"Iets prebly sick,but XX I think he'll muke it alright,”
the najor said, ‘

Inother mubulance revlaced **3{'3 firvst end wes cuicdy
loadad, Then a third,md a fourth, In a..s.l,I:% wounded e n were evasuated
from our position .. e dead were loft in the 1ields for the moumbe

wn both flanis ,things had quiete d dowa,. iire on the m.grh’c
had virtuslly ceassed., Un the laft,it continued heavy,bud much further
distont, Un ahead,the %J.adram Toud du.xc Gon wus beiny sWwlled hearily witl
BBJX alr-vursts and we cculd ear swall ane Hre,0o.

ceoot Tho wonm on the visht be ‘;;gu W ocowe tack, they had
lost conbact wiith the encuy and were druwling ae furtier ifire, The
tanks pulled cut of the right=hand field ,crossed the road jard aubled

off to join thekr fellows on ‘he left, The rekky cars pulled back on
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road ammd took their places in the colunn,
“e stayed in lhe diteh, Going into the hird hour ,LXNKZK

we bepan to be restless, e were cramped snd itchy. There were aay
ants and tiny red lice in the grase and they had begun to explore
our bodles,via our sleeves or open collars, We had not seen Col,
Iynch for some time,althoush his comnand car was still traxe, Ihe
rekky cars moved on voward the junctlon,fvllowed by severul jecps
and we felt cuite sione. IV wes dluost 4 o'clock,

Someone sugpested that we push on to T¥H Cueldrare am look
for tho colonel, Good idea, wWidhout sny lost uobion,we poppe 4 oub
of the ditch,vaulted into Jiw ~ Josic andyawith that peculiar feeling
of nakedness that comes to enyons under dlrect eneuwy observatiorn,
M uede off at hijh speed, I6 was a long helf-mile end we satb
with our shoulders bunched esdinst our heluebs in low silhouette,
wal ting for lhe first bursh or bullet. Bub notluing happencd md we
pulled up baalnd the wells of the bBulliings ab the Jucion in the
uidst of the in:f.‘anig?;/lm& their  taucks .

Colonel Iynea and o group of officcrs were studing
at the junction corner,studying dotailed maps of Loue , e were,at

the ¢ linits

this point,exactly one kilommber from Wy%m ‘tlze o Woe more
eiﬁi‘isém and man would arrlve,undts frow bekind wore calching uDs
soveral coupanies from the 14lst amd 3rd Infantyy Regimernis were
coming in and slso some elewents L1vw & recomasisance group of another
division that had been wrking furiler sast, Avtilleryy ofiicers
Joined our party,for their 10%s were c¢lose behind M3l moving into

positions back where the skiruish had taken ploce,.
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pProuptly at 5 ofclock,hot food arrived,tightly sealed in
nerpite cans wedged in the back of a jeep. It had been prepared miles
back in the ro1lings kitchens snd rushed up steaming, Hamburgers and
onions ,green peas,uashed potatoes,bread and butter and jau ,and coffee,
The war XEX snd Tlome took a beck seat for a few minutes vhile diryy,
tirel and lungry men dug in, As we stood around eating,Jerry img;an
te shell the crossing. The shells were 838 and cowe in about one every
30 seconds. Jorry's ainm was poor smd all of tie bursts were oub in the
fields, Over to the wast ,furious cannonading kwroke out. ¥roum the
sound ,it was a half-uile or wore awsy jcontinuous drunfire,.
' what whll be the tanks,"said an artilleryman, & capbain.
"Last I heard,we were looking for 10 Mark VIs,or they wexe looking
for us, Sounds like theyv'e found esch other,"

The firing lasted for three or four minutes ani then broke
off ms auﬂden];s;; as it beppn,. Several columns of black,olly suoke
rose straisht up apmainst the early evening sky = casualbies,

Tinid ed with food,we held a three-yan conference. Col.
Iynch had sald his orxders were to remain at (uadraro for the time
being, 411 otler units wuld do likewise, Possibly we micht move
on ab niﬁht‘fall;pas sibly nob. He advised that we do as Ui others
and find a billet and cabch some sleep,
surrounding buildings vere cramwed with officers emd nen.

gouanized
Temporary command pogts sprung un md radios HEwEK#d and crackled.

.M: eaca u.sm,w‘* C'r:“! humri wﬂ. tny ghars floor snaes,tut declined on

the obvious mvund thatb there were boo many there already.
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' Finally,in & high-walled garden we found our billet - a large,
brick-lined pit,perhaps 10 by 10 feet in arvea and about gix feet deep.
Just the thing, a prefabricate’ foxhole far three,anply deep to af ford
protection from everything bub a drect hit or falling flak, /e soon
remedied the lgt:’cer hazard by 1oofing over EM¥ the hole with sn overturned
farm cart and a large,white door,

- "L think this was a wamre pit,"said Cook,

"on't muell bad," seid Bixon,

XXX XX R

I seid, thinkirg of the last war's 014 BL1l,"If you can find
& belter *ole,mn to it " ‘

Before we firned in,we thok a last look=s60, Just oubelde the
gerden wall, & 57 m anti~-tank gm weg being du{_" in, one of the gnners
seld the Tecent tank: baitle had not been conclusive, The Lierk VIs had
withdram and wioht come m@k. Thelr orders were to dc; ver s Juncblon.
& Tinal check wi:th Colonel Iynch rewaled no clm.ng:é in bis orders. His
guess was that we would move out sometime IR &mﬁn@ the wee hours. kean=
while, a cousany of Infamtyy wulld p oub oo soun as &rkness foll
and c¢leun up tlhe Jerrdes vho hed harasced our right that aftancon,

He mromdsed 4o have us wouse) in ample tine in event that movement
orlers Caue. '

(ne b oneywe descended inbo the plt md hit the mack,
.Qvam':le:; w GIs from the adjacent bulldings wers A pine fotholes in
the v'ardm around us and we sadk oubly sure we wukl not be left behind

by petting then to prasise to weke us up if they moved.
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o

selee and ¥en were oI in me Blue,bul glesp cexe slowly o ne, The
night was noley . Tvr 10%9: were firdins overhend and their uuzsle flashes
flickered on the buildins walls and down throus the crecks in our ATHER
Yooof?, Tdebant swell arums fire filled in the sieces bhalween the
caanonsding, The oo OUn Ciii® up,prischt and f0ll,and ite 1i~ht drew
..>J.1V'~r stresks acrosg cur bedrells. Planey dened sverheal - Jerries
by the sound = and snes the crrrunn of heavy boubs shool Lthe »it floar .
o gbill awke when a shados 292X bloched WE off the
moonlisht ehavmuing dn af% the ale of the plb anl a T zaid¥, "dey,
downy there, Jelte Up. @ wovoe ab one
MO anl Uhendm M 1 osnswerad and dhook DMxon end Cook. W
waboh said 12115, |
ones aore we wenk thirounh the fellix robtine: drezs by
touch ,wix,z&.. up the Led rolls ,pack the msebies,and ko off, Tan
minubtes anl the pit was aupty and the Jeap ™M1, W2 backed oul of
e parden caretully, Zowe GIs were stlll asleep on the WAEREX
groand. Ab Col, Iynch's comardnost, an Itelian apartucns, a staff
crmf@mc& was in progsress, Oubside was narked the genoralt's cax -
Brigadier General walker,comzoxider of the #Gth., The neoting went on
for an hour and we HIEEE wailed outside,belldng and asoking and
looking Goward None, | ;
gencral Walker came oub with his aldes, e stonsed and smm to
g, Wok Towler,hs sald ,W*aa still sleeping back up the mwmad. Te would
stoy with the geneml, The rekky serty wuld contime on,fnllowed by
the infantry and guns, Plans callad for a quick passape through the city,
over the Tiber snd to a position ab lesst 10 milss Yeyond.
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The Jerries in e nci fhivozhood had all Deen ounded wp « i of them
snd natrels repsrited no ontwy on our fliswm for suwe diglunce ghead,
It looke’ like clear selling,.
Gol, Jyneh waited w il the genaral had pulle’ oubt and then sald,
"Letls golT ~ and e wenb,follouving Lis cow.and car will relky cars |
and Gonis behdnd, |

*

A u...ﬂ ougten ;::s only o livUle over helf a nlle -~ fiw-elrhths,

“ A

H X s 7S e e e S8 I R
the elly iive loss than five Ldausteos after

s

to be et - and we crpsser
lesvins cuadrsre. Thiv wan 1t - Towe, The ciby was babhed in goft
'&an}....&}l'\u ocks of larre aperiwent buildings ca.:d: black scuare shadows
aerose the wide swooth averme, ‘Hhe colonel's car wes pulded Yy & -
- yourng lieubenant who had livel in Rome snd tha column olled swiftly
onward,

Zoke sald,"Tistern, Applause,"

Prom the black windows 511 elth «fx gide empe the patter of
hands,polite upplause like one hesrs ab a ausicale - no shoubs,no

mppla

::mfe:»:mt;., just a soft,steady nover-ending Xigdmof sound.

ba “.geirawtﬁuﬁd, T over hoard|cald Dixon," thers must
be thousands of people up thers elapping,tub you can'h see a soul ™

8 were never oulbl of carshot of it all through the

regidnblel Aetrict, I af‘a,cted us emotiondl ly. The Romans only meant
to say ,"iclcome.™ Pubt the claopineg seld more then that to us. It said
thet the months of waltling were overithst this wos *it! o It spe lied
an and - for 8 Hlue at leass - to combat énd. dirt and death anmd

danger. It roused pladness and exultation and laughter, ue three were
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all grinring broadly end now and asain lsughing aloud.
%yell,we made it, We made it."
Mot osummed 1t all up and cach of us said it a dozen thues
or more as we :z'olle»:l alonge and it slways seewe: sppropriate and 4o
call for laughter,.
e be autv of the city grew upon us ¥ ., Je drove throush
snacious plaszas ,pact Louusliddl wONWente ,parks ,bu;i.ld.ing;s;shogs - all
nainte! silver and black in the lirht of tk moon, iveryliing secmed
lean end ordorly untached by war epd the min of war. e had lad
our plans as we drove along, e would drop out of the EMY colwn ab
some 1i ;*@ly snot near the center of the city . Both Zeke sand Fen were
snxious to write mnd file stories and must find the public relaliions
of ¥iee es soon &e den cane,. 4@ had the naue of the building md 1te
address -~ it nad bem selected weeks befe:re back in Waples.
e piazza we sclected for our perting frow the rekky troops
was huffe ,boundad on one aide "Jé*;"fmﬂﬁzicolonnaded buildnrs on one side
- and a vark on the other, In its carter m an. ornate fountain ,BiubRewhdel
¥l rising oub of a lame ciroular pcol‘ As we climbed oubt of the
jeep anfl Anerdean licubenant golonel epproached,becr rod by three Italian
ceowas in bhebile Syess and covried a Tonny oun
civiliane , W1 ’iﬁmwmw EHREETWRNR Je mﬂntml,nm shook
hands anl axchanped introductlons. Mle hed arrived a fow winutes before
and was waitinc for his coluun,scheduled to rendevous at this polnt.
one of the nomans had a bdbile of copnac and ofikre. us a drink. We
accepbed gratefully and listensd while he told us over andover in

broken Enclish how glad '{;hey were to have us, The Gerums,hc said,
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had started cvecuating the ity on Saturdsy and the last of their

' columns had pulled out lake Sundsy evening, Our arrival hal not been
expected for ansther 24 hours ard weny of uha Ronm s thouzht m m -
reports that we were on the cify's oubskirts were planted by the
Gestapo to cateh anti-Fascists, Our informant sald he suspected

- the prescnce¥ of mines in some public builldings emd under cerbain
thoroughfares but had no cax*mmn knomlecge, A8 som as Awy cm,

he guarsirtzod,there wuld be a great fssm.

After a while,the Dousns wenl away anl we werc alons with the
colonal, :xz.m wes elmoet at hand and there were no signs of his column,
which wee overdue, A civilisn car miiea in‘ba the plasse,pushed LWy
thiee mvilians. 3 stopped it Wy the fountsin pool and aized whexe
they were golng, They expleined that the vdalcle Yelonged to a dochox
and had rin out of " mas, They were pushins it to & rarege,

As we congldered this ermlma,ﬁ.an,ma gilerce wao ripped
wide open by the vicious ratile of a mechine pistol and slugs bounsed
off the pevement mesrty, Reschlons vere sitonatic. As I dove under
the car I saw fra: the ecorner of 1y eye the oo lonel vault owr the

rounded rim of the pool snd into the waist-deep waber. Cook and Dixon
hed vanlshed completely and the civilians were crouching dlonmside the
car. One of then wes mutteringTRiema pie. Mosa nia"™ over sndover.

The shots had cone fmm the roof of the building on c}m? ::i@x
ané the colonel 3’)2&3@:1 *vt;s “aa,rayatt with ghort bursts from hia ?&w
gun from his weter@ly hideout., T&k ing sdvanbere of bils fixe ,I
sorenbled frow beneath the car and rah hard for the colomnsde of the
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peerest buildlng,yunkiny oub ay sideam as I Tdde The civiliams

soubtled siter we wd sought Swlder behlnd the same fat colum,

No wors shoss cwmae and I firod twice at the suspected rooftop,hoping

Yo dreaw soxo retwm anxl give the colonel 2 proper tareet. But nothing
bapponed, We walbcl for ten uwinutes more snd,one Wy one, esutionely

canc oubpeady Go dlve back amain if our friend remnmed lﬁs atbentions.
Put he had g,tmc: )?‘ quit, Cook and ixon had hem bpehind sope coluuns
fusthisr down Lhe swcoping arc of te buildinrls fmnt am we reassenbled

shouling the Lopsns and thelil KNURSE

O praless car awey . The
colonel was soaking web and cursing. Dattle dress io lined with heavwy
kepsey and welghs lile lead when web,

Dawn and the colonel's coluzn arrived togethor and be left um
o bake coumand. Jarly vising Rouans were coming inta the souare in
incressing nuwbers smd we decided % sbari our ssarch for the publie
relations building,

the e¢ily came to life as we drove sboubt, The gpirit of earnival
Wage abmad; Our aolwmé ware pouring glorg every main artery ,roaring
through the c¢ily in pursuit of Jerry. We recognized individuals — men
emf officers ~ and yelled and were yvelled at, The sidewalks were Jamue 4
vith noigy gexry Romens,dressed in their hegt a:nﬁ clapning and shoubting

SVivas™o "I imericani™ to "Roosevelt" ,"Choorcheel™ and "Shalin™§.
Flowers were tossed gb men and tanks md-jeeps andtmak.m T™he GIB
wore garlands about their helmets anml snall bouquets stuck oubt of thm
vifle barrels, ie drow slowly,drinking it in like heady champesgne.
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Our fatigue had¥ vanished., Forgotten were the whis:cers;our filthy
clothesjour fleasjour suelly bodies.

Now and then we stopped to ask directions and in a trice the
jeep was the center oif 'a swirling crbwd oi leughing Romans -mén,
women and children, Lothers held their babies high to see. One fat man
with a thick,sweeping mousteche pulled Zeke halféway out of the jeep
and kissed him loudly,full on the lips, Zeke grimaced and the crowd TSEEEE
roared., Frequently,an :‘.ngrllsh voice would cubt through the babble of
Italian and a voice,man or woman,would s&y ,"God bless you." or "ﬂuy
did you take so long,"

Two mad hours passed before we found the building. The
street around it was jamwed with press jeeps,correspondents¥, cauera—
men yand public relations officers. It seemed like every news pa perman
XK in the Wediterrsnean theatre was there - Britis h,Awerican,and
Freﬁch.}we were greeted with shouts and "Hiya's"™. we were home « Not
wuch time was wasted on greebtings. Zeke and Ken had sbtories o file.
They grabbed their typewriters and ran for the newly set up press room.
The trip was over,

The reat of the stoxy has been BLEX oft-told., It is the
sbory of a cibty delirious with joy. None of us will evef forget that
first wild day - soft beds and sheéta,wine,Shininm hotel bathroome,
tubs E And the story-book stuff - the Colosseum,Castel Samx Angelo,

| Saint Petexdi's  i.ussolini's balcony in the Paluzag,Veneiziaqé%;all

rignt before our eyes.

Thone—swbuatirer—menrorioa,tao , Nob plassemtir it
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Wwe et aguin iateL ongthe thyeo of us,in a swank bax where the
‘rlasses still were inscribe.! with the Nezi swastikse, The womn was
crowdad an_d buzzing with telk, honens men and vmﬁn',sat anl drank end
laughed with awscicens end British, Ther walke: of libez:*t:y,of vietory
soon,of the end of this awful wex,of whet % & with Hitler and kussolini
we telke:.. of mwore trivial things = of those last,lonr miles, e laughed
at whe menure~plt billet and the swan dives inbo di Uchesjof the KEXENEIRES
and the shavwe 7 didntt col raealled
o? @ EMpficask the nicht marchs K

colonel's juun in th2e ivunbain po
the engineers,tne tankers,the infantry,and tho medicos,

Cook said,"nere wers tixes I thoupht we'd never pake 1% ,"

1 saidg"wetve boan lucky alright, Koock wood,™

ixan sald,'"faere were others who weren't, Leb's drink to them."
And we dd.

—yor Qe Qe O O
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