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, NAPLES,darch 25,1944
It was Just a few weeks ago that the surgeons in one of the
Army's big ‘pase hospitals hers askad for the 1mpossible.....and got
1t. s
) The lmposrible was a dermatome - & dellcate precision instrue
ment which slices living human tissue for skin grafts in h;m tissue-
tin 1ayca-a of m—daimw memsa. The surgeons needed it ursoatq
To onbla the States and wailt for its arrival =« even by e.i:* = meant the
loss of timejtime precious to ihe speedy healing of burned and aw
American soldiers,
There were no dermatomes to be bought or borrowed. If one
were Lo be had at all,it mugt be made,and quickly, And it wase With
& worn-out instrument for a model and brass from a shell case as raw
_material,lieutenant Thomas R. Vermillion,of Williamsburg,Va., and /8
Joe Watkins,of Swannanoa,¥,.C., deftly dosigned and machined out a
finighed instrument in a matter of hours, F
 And,because he saw certain faults in the original, Lieuten
‘sm vmlliaméa Beveral ba;ic, improvements that mey well _become
standard from here on, ' : ; ?\,
Héither Vermillion nor ¥ Watkins had ever seen,or even heard
of a dermatome beforesbut they made it in kesping with the tradition of
their outfit - "It couldn't be done 't111 we did is."
| At present,this outfit is sprawled over several a#re.s of
ground on the outskirts of this-city. It goes by the Army name of Base
Ordnance Shop Né. l,Peninsular Base Section,Army Service Forces., But :
wide-eyed visitors say it might better be called "Little Detroit™,
< Little Detroit is a wonderland, a house_of £:;1e.aad 8 busy,
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